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09/898,290 



Examiner 

Hal D Wachsman 



Applicant(s) 

BLAKE ET AL. 
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Art Unit 

2857 



The MAILING DATE of this communication app ars n the cover she t with th c rrespondence address » 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the Deriod for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply wilt, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 July 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) g] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [EI Claim(s) £j> is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) K Ciaim(s) 1-6 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) (E The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 03 July 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)E3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 13 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 

a)DAII b>n Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 1 21 . 

Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PT0-326(Rev. 04-01) 
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Application/Control Number: 09/898,290 Page 2 

Aft Unit: 2857 

1 . This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 

matters: . 

a) The Examiner objects to the figure because there is no figure numbering 

/ on the figure (i.e. "Figure 1"). In addition, the drawings are objected to under 37 ^ 
/ / 
CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every feature of the invention specified in the 

claims. Therefore, the method for segregating compounds by ionization polarity (i.e. 
such as in a flow chart) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled frojjithe claim(s). No 
new^matter should be entered. - 

A ^posed-drawing-eorrectidn or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

b) The Abstract is objected to because it is not limited to one paragraph, 



contains greater than 150 words and contains legal phraseology (i.e. reads like a claim, 



"..comprising the steps of). Appropriate correction is required. 

c) What has been labeled in the specification as "Short Description of the 
Drawing" should be labeled as "Brief Description of the Drawings" and amended as 
necessary to reflect any drawing corrections/additions to the objections noted in 
paragraph 1 .a) above in response to this Office action. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

d) The declaration is objected to because with respect to the statement 
concerning the original and first inventors the declaration does not indicate that they are 
joint inventors. In addition, a variety of other information is missing from the declaration 



Application/Control Number: 09/898,290 Page 3 

Act Unit: 2857 

too, such as for example, residence, mailing address and date of execution. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

e) Claims 1-6 are objected to under 37 C.F.R. 1 75(a) for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the applicant regards 
as the invention. Claim 1 , step c, cites "percentage determination" but a percentage 
determination of what exactly is being referred to here ? This same step cites "said 
negative or postive polarization" however is this referring to the negative or positive 
polarization compounds ? Claim 1, step d, cites "said cbmpound" however is this 
referring to the new compound ? The examiner asks the applicant to better claim the 
limitations cited above. While the examiner understands the intentions of the applicant 
he feels confusion could be drawn from the limitations cited above. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

2. The following references are cited as being art of general interest: Takada et al. 
which disclose a mass spectrometer, Dowell et al. which disclose a chemical ionization 
source for mass spectrometry and Skilling which discloses identifying peptides and 
proteins by mass spectrometry. 
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Art Unit: 2857 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hal D Wachsman whose telephone number is 703-305- 
9788. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:00 A.M. to 4:30 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc Hoff can be reached on 703-308-1677. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for 
regular communications and 703-308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 
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far D Wachsman 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2857 
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